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December 13, 2005

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Mr. President:

As the year comes to a close, I want to draw your attention to several outstanding
requests for information that have been sent by me along with other senior members of
the Committee on Science. There are six letters that were sent to you or executive
agencies under your direction which have never been substantively responded to and
another two letters that received only a partial response. Among the issues I sought
further information on are:

. the mismanagement ofthe National Polar Orbiting Environmental Satellite
System acquisition that could lead to a fifty percent increase in the program's
costs-as much as a $3 billion cost overrun;
the re-writing and editing of a Department of Commerce report on the offshoring
of professional jobs that deleted significant analysis from the final product;
questionable connections between a regulated industry and the National Institute
of Health's office that conducts research that supports regulation of that industry;
the handling of the Federal government's response to Hurricane Katrina,
including your own personal participation in the August 28 FEMA-organized
briefing on what to expect from the storm making landfall; and
a request for an accounting on how a new policy at HHS may be hindering
international public health contacts as the world prepares for a potential
pandemic.
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It is hard to see how any of these issues might be termed "unimportant" and difficult
to see how withholding information associated with our requests furthers the public
interest.
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It is impossible to assure citizens that the policies of your administration are soundly
based or the programs well managed when we cannot get even the most basic answers to
our questions. Our democracy assigns enormous authority to the executive branch to
initiate action. However, that authority is to be balanced by accountability to Congress.
When our requests for information go unanswered, or are only inadequately addressed,
accountability is impossible.

Therefore I ask that you direct your Administration to provide full responses to our
outstanding requests (list attached) by January 10,2006. Further, I ask that you commit
to providing complete, timely responses to our letters in the next year. While you attend
to the efforts to bring the fruits of democracy to people in distant lands, I am sure you
share my desire to see that our own government becomes a model for transparency and
accountability, principles that are the essence of democracy.

Sincerely,

~ON
Ranking Member
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